“Clearly, after being in business for so long, 


a lot of people were surprised it closed.” ‘ee 


— Greg Wood, Liberty Theater operator 


The Liberty Theater in downtown Camas closed Monday, Sept. 7. Operator Greg Wood decided to shut down the business to concentrate on his family 
and the Roseway Theater, a vintage theater he owns and renovated in Portland, Ore. “It’s a transition point in the Liberty's life and mine,” he said. “! was the 
caretaker since 1996. | will move on and someone else will come in and start a new chapter.” 


Lights out at the Liberty Theater 


Q Building owner says 
it ‘won't be vacant for long’ 


By Heather Acheson 
Post-Record staff 


The most recent chapter in the long, 
colorful history of one of Camas’ most well 
known landmarks and entertainment 
stops has come to an end. 

The Liberty Theater, operated since 
1996 by Greg Wood, closed its doors on 

, Monday, Sept. 7.. The last movies being 
shown at the theater were “Julie and 
| Julia” and “Shorts” 

Although Wood had considered closing 
_ the business at least since August, he 
‘didn’t make the final decision until 
recently. 


“There was no warning,” he said. “It 
was very fast, and that surprised a lot 
of people.” 

Last week, Wood said he was 
overwhelmed by e-mails from concerned 
patrons who saw the theater’s Web site 
and marquee blank and “now playing” 
movie posters removed. An 8% by 11 inch 
piece of paper with the word “closed,” in 
bold black letters hung behind the ticket 
counter glass. 

“Clearly, after being in business for 
so long, a lot of people were surprised 
it closed,” Wood said. “I think that it 
was a shocker to the community.” Wood 
leases the building, which is owned by 
Kirkland, Wash., residents Marilyn and 
Gary Webberley. tT 

ood, his wife Henriette and their 
daughter Nola'live in Portland where he 


owns the Roseway Theater. While Wood 
admits that it has been difficult tocompete 
with some of the larger Vancouver movie 
theaters, he said the Liberty’s closure 
wasn’t due to low attendance levels. 

“It really comes down to the fact that 
I have a theater in Portland that I own, 
I have a daughter who is 2, and I really 
want to maximize my time,” he said. 
“It’s not because of any kind of lack of 
community support.” 

Wood said many of his high scifi! age 
and college age employees left at the at] 
of the summer, so the y's closure 
impacted the jobs of two management 
level employees. 

“It was a hard decision,” he*said. “I _ 
have amazing memories about [the — 
Liberty]. It’s a lot of life here.” ~~ ‘| 


See Liberty, page A3 


Continued from page Al 


‘SRreshiy - graduated from 

Lewis and Clark College in 
mre Wood re-opened 
the Liberty Theater in 1996 
as part of a spectacular red 

affair. The theater 
had been closed for the two 
years prior after suffering 
significant damage in a fire. 
; 2008, Wood purchased 
| y Theater on 
Sandy Boulevard. 


After major renovations, 
Wood describes the 1920s 
vintage single-screen 
theater with digital picture 
and sound as “the Liberty, on 
steroids.” 

Many local __ residents 
expressed disappointment 
that the Camas theater had 
closed. 

Ursula Hood and _ her 
husband Frank’ have lived 
in Camas for five years. The 
Liberty Theater had become 


long list of people around the 
corner who will want to take 
‘it. on,” Wood said. 
jsomeone comes along wi 
new ideas and new energy 


stig downtown Camas 


Pt 


one of their favorite local 
spots. Recently, she took her 
teenage daughter and five of 
her friends to the Liberty to 
see “Twilight” on opening 
night. 

Hood said she was 
saddened to see the popular 
local landmark go out of 
business. 

“It’s a shame that it’s 
closed,” she said. “I was 
shocked. If we had krown, 
maybe ve could have rallied 


‘T ho; 


» Monday, Marilyn 
y hinted that the 


a4 


lights in the theater 
would not be out for’ 
Although she declin 
give specific details abo 
future, she said plans for 

building are in the works, | | 


long,” she said. os 


around them as'a éomir 
to help them out.” 
“It’s been wonderful” she 
added. “I've enjoyed - 
it has new movie Sidates 
at a fair price, with @ great 
concessions stand — also at 
fair prices. And it’s local. 
I love it with our li 
downtown.” ‘ci iT 
Wood said he hopes | 
the theater open. again 


a new operator. | 
wil Bea 


“I think there 


“It won't be vacant for 


